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I Abstract |

Reflections on Incheon's Urban Identity and Urban Vision

Lee, Hee—Hwan

Director of Incheon Urban Culture Research Institute

Incheon, which transformed into a modern city after its port opening in
1883, was an open gateway for modern civilization due to its geographic
location. However, the city suffered colonial invasion by Japanese im-
perialism, and the outbreak of the Korean War following World War II,
coupled with the East-West Cold War, severely damaged its identity.
Under the division and Cold War, Incheon experienced a period of devel-
opmental dictatorship, rapid compression and expansion, and a growth-
first focus. This led to an ambiguous urban identity. Even in the era of lo-
cal autonomy, Incheon continued to pursue growth-focused urban en-
trepreneurship policies. Now, as a metropolitan city adjacent to Seoul,
Incheon must lead the way in decentralization, abandoning growth-fo-
cused urban policies and fostering a new urban vision that promotes in-

ternal circulation and maturity.

Key—words : Incheon, Compression, Expansion, Urban Identity, Urban Vision, Urban

Entrepreneurship, Climate Crisis
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