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I Abstract |

An Essay Toward an Ecology of Urban Commons

Kwon, Beom—Chul
Dong—-A University

Capitalism is a system that compels labor, and the city is a spatial pattern
that both enables and enforces the wage-labor-centered form of life resulting
from it. Therefore, to problematize the system that produces multiple dis-
asters, the labor that contributes to that system, and the form of life centered
on such labor, we must problematize the city. In this regard, Negri and Hardt's
discussion, which treats the city as a repository and factory of the common,
reveals its limitations in that it focuses on the artificial common while neglect-
ing the question of nature. We therefore need an ecology of the common,
and Lefebvre's discussion of the urban can serve as a useful concept for this
purpose. This is because the urban, while socially constructed, cannot be sep-
arated from nature. In other words, the urban remains a zone of possibility
in that it exists at the intersection of the artificial and the natural. At that
intersection, as the environment—previously regarded merely as inactivated
resources—emerges as fleshy beings with their own agency and "contaminates”
us, we cannot help but participate in the indeterminacy of that world-trans-
formation in which we are implicated. To guide the transformation of those
fleshy beings in the direction we desire, what is needed is not urban planning
that presents models, but strategies that intervene from below to expand the

contingency of the urban and diversify the pathways of transformation.

Key—words : City, Urban Commons, the Urban, the Common, Nature
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